State Action Plan on climate change...

These areas are forests,
wildlife, eco-tourism, water
resources, energy effi-
ciency, urban habitats, wa-
ter resources and communi-
ties vulnerable to climate
change at gram panchayat
level”, said Arrawatia to
media today.

“The workmg groups
drawn from various depart-
ments will deliberate on
each sector and come up
with their reporis. The final
report should be ready by
October, after which we
will do pilot projects on
these areas”, said the secre-
tary. He informed that the
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The secretary added
that German Development
Bank is already in touch
with DONER Ministry to
take up the pilot projects for
the Northeastern region for
the pilot projects. The GTZ
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has assured to provide ca-
pacity building workshops
to our working groups and
provide consultants for
preparation of action plan,
he said.

The action plan will
give top priority to water

. resources in both urban and

rural areas and those areas

vulnerable to climate
change wup to gram
panchayat levels, said
Arrawatia.

“Water resources are
being top priority for both

‘urban and rural areas keep— \

ing in view of the vagaries
of nature which has already
{seen reductmn of winter

areas”, said Iﬁe
. According to Gangtok
Met department, year 2009

was the warmest year in the -

century for Sikkim.

Arrawatia
there has been an increase
of 0.2 to 0.3 degree Celsius
for Sikkim every ten years.
So in the past 50 years, tem-

perature in Gangtok has
risen by 1 to 1.5 degree

Celsius as per the Indian
Meteorological depart-
ment records, he said.

For conserving the wa-
ter resources, the action
plan will include identifi-

- cation of water recharge

zones and take measures
for recharging the water re-
sources by plantation and

said that
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rain water harvesting, said
the science & technology
secretary. In urban areas, the
plan will be to restock the
catchment areas through

‘planting local varieties of

oak trees; he said.

Energy saving devices
will be given additional
focus in terms of encourag-
ing use of solar devices and
replace existing light bulbs
with Condensed Florescent
Lamps which save 80 per-
cent of energy as compared
to a normal electricity bulb,

‘said Arrawatia,

Arrawatia said that
Sikkim government in the
past two decades has taken
‘ Xemplary thea-

';""sures 1o protect c::olog in

the rilmaiayan dtate. ‘Lhe
action ‘plan will further
strengthen our steps to-
wards environment protec-
tion, he said. ;
During the wrap-up ses-
sion on May 15, additional
Chief Secretary Karma
Gyatso said thkat the pro-
posed action plan should be
cohesive and result ori-
ented and added that the

various working groups

should come out with in-
novative ideas and alterna-
tive solutions for taking ap-
propriate measures for cli-
mate change adaptation
and mitigation.

A press release informs
that Gyatso informed that
the State Government has
already initiated various
measures for protection and
preservation of environ-
ment and sustainable devel-
opment and said that the
State government will give
very high priority for cli-
mate change adaptation and
mitigation programmes.
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